
 
 

 

Wow!  We can’t believe it is already October!  The students have been hard at work 

since the beginning of the year and they are doing a tremendous job.  Many happenings have 

occurred in Language Arts, Social Studies and Math over the last month. 

 Language Arts has focused on assessing the students’ reading and writing 

abilities.  We have used the Teacher’s College (TC) assessments for fiction and the 

Developmental Spelling Assessment (DSA) for spelling levels.  Based on those scores, the 

students now know what level of books they should be looking for in order to read well and 

comprehend the information to apply the skills being taught in Reader’s and Writer’s 

Workshop.  Our realistic fiction genre has included Book Clubs and the students are really 

enjoying talking about their books.  There have been some exciting conversations!  Narrative 

writing has been the focus for Writers Workshop.  Students have been writing flash drafts 

about an experience they would like to share.  We have now chosen one idea with a problem 

that will be put through the writing process and published. Non-fiction will be the focus for the 

next Reader’s and Writer’s Workshop.  Please make sure your child has many books on one 

topic they are interested in and want to learn more about.  The more books, the better! 

 Social Studies has taught the students all about the first Americans, 

where they lived and how they used the environment for their daily living.  The Nystrom Map 

program has been used to highlight the geographic regions of the Native Americans. The next 

unit of study is all about Explorers. 

The first unit in Math is dealing with Area and Volume.  It is a very 

difficult concept, but the students are tackling it very nicely.  There are many resources used for 

Math, which include the Math Journal, Home Link, Math Notebook, slate boards and games.  

The students get very excited when there is a game to play during Math Workshop time.  Some 

of the games are Name that Number, Baseball Multiplication, Factor Capture, Prism Pile Up and 

Zap It.  Unit 2 will focus on Whole Number Place Value and Operations. 

 


